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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A stent comprising a single tubular framework having 
an outer surface and an inner surface and a plurality of interconnected struts, the 
sh-uts comprising a plurality of serpentine bands and further compi ising a generally 
linear connector strut attaching a peak of one serpentine band to a trough of an 
immediately adjacent serpentine band at the respective apices of each of tlie peak 
and the trough, wherein the respective apices of the immediately adjacent serpentine 
bands are axially aligned and connected with each other in opposing directions such 
that the single tubular framework lias no gaps between the respective apices of the 
immediately adjacent serpentine bands, and wherein the opposing apices reduce a 
distance between the immediately adjacent serpentine bands and attach to the 
generally linear connector sti'ut, the frainework further comprising an outer covering 
of PTFE and an inner covering of PTFE, the outer covering extending along at least 
a portion of the ou(er surface of the expandable framework, the inner covering 
extending along at least a portion of the inner surface of the expandable framework, 
at least a portion of the inner and outer coverings being contiguous, the stent further 
comprising at least one radiopaque marker of a first set that is direcdy and only 
attached to the phiraJity of interconnected struts at the generally linear connector 
stnit and disposed betw^een the inner covering and the outer covering aiid placed. to 
indicate a de ployed position o f a covered region of the stent , the framework further 
comprising a circumferential non-seipentine band at at least one distal end of an 
uncovered region of the framework comprising at least one radiopaque marker of a 
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second set placed to indicate a deployed position of the un covered region o f the 

s tent y-wfeeyeiR-a eempar-ison-et-tli&first-^-aiwH^e-seeeH d set d efmes-aR-eriefttatieB 
e4^Jhe4fflwi^d-eutei'-^oveHHg of-thed^TFri iri-relation40 -the-at-least^ 



2. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the Pl'FE is in the form of expanded 
PTFE. 

3. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim 1 wherein at least one [[the]] 
radiopaque marker of the first set is in the form of a radiopaque marker band. 

4. (Previously Presented) The stent of claim 3 wherein the marker band is 
wound about a portion of the connector strut. 

5. (Previously Presented) The stent of claim 3 wherein the marker band is a 
split tube crimped to liie comiector strut, 

6. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim 1 wherein at least one [[the]] 
radiopaque marker of the first set is embedded in a portion of the connector stmt. 

7. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim 1 wherein aLleMt..one [[the]] 
radiopaque marker of the first set is located adjacent an uncovered region of tlie 
stent. 

8. (Previously Presented) The stent of claim 1 wherein the connector strut 
comprises an opening in which a disk-iike radiopaque plug is embedded. 

9. (Original) The stent of claim 1 comprising a plurality of radiopaque 
mai'kers. 
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10. (Original) The stent of claim 9 wherein the PTFE is in the form of expanded 
PTFE. 

1 1 . (Original) The stent of claim 10 wherein the PTFE on the outer surface and 
the PTFE on the inner surface of the framework are coextensive with one another. 

12. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim 1 1 wherein at least some of tiie 
radiopaque mai'kers of the first set indicate at least one end of the PTFE on the inner 
and outer surfaces. 

13. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim ] I wherein at least some of tlie 
radiopaque markers of the first set indicate a first end of the PTFE on the inner and 
outer surfaces and others of the radiopaque markers indicate a second end of the 
PTFE on the inner md outer surfaces. 

14. (Original) The stent of claim 13 sized for use in a cranial vessel. 

1 5. (Original) The stent of claim 1 sized for use in a cranial vessel. 

16. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim 1 wherein the radiopaque iwark-er 
dees markers of the first and second set do not protrude beyond the outer surface 
and inner surfaces of the stent framework. 

17. (CuiTcntly Amended) The stent of claim 1 1 wherein the radiopaque marker 
does markers of the first and second s et do not protrude beyond the outer surface 
and inner surfaces of the stent framework. 

18. (Cuirently Amended) The stent of claim 12 wherein the radiopaque mark e r 
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dees m arke rs o f the firs t a nd se cond ..s.et..do not protrude beyond the outer siu-facc 
and inner surfaces of the stent framework. 

19. (Currently Amended) The stent of claim 13 wherein the radiopaque markers 
of the first and second set do not protrude beyond the outer surface and inner 
surfaces of the stent framework. 

20. (CuiTCntly Amended) A stent comprising a single tubular framework having 
an outer surface and an inner surface and a plurality of interconnected struts, the 
struts comprising a plurality of serpentine bands and further comprising a generally 
linear connector strut attaching a peak of one serpentine band to a trough of an 
immediately adjacent seipentine band at the respective apices of each of tlie peak 
and the trough, wherein the respective apices of the immediately adjacent seipentine 
bands are axially aligned and connected with each other in opposing directions such 
that the single tubular fi-amework has no gaps between the respective apices of the 
immediately adjacent seipentine bands, and wherein the opposing apices reduce a 
distance between the immediately adjacent serpentine bands and attach to the 
generally linear connector strut, the framework further comprising an outer covering 
of PTFE and an inner covering of PTFE, the outer cover extending along at least a 
portion of the outer surface of the framework, at least a portion of the inner and 
outer coverings being contiguous, the generally linear connector strut having at least 
one marker of a first set which is radiopaque or which may be visualized using 
magnetic resonance imaging, the marker of the first set directly and only attached to 
the plurality of intercoimected struts at the generally linear connector strut and 
disposed between the inner coverings and the outer coverings ami placed lojndic^^^ 
a deployed position oi 'a covered reg ion of the stent, the ^rame^vo^k further 
comprising a circumferential non-serpentine band at at least one dist al end of an 
uncovered region of the framework comprising at least one radiopaque marker of a 
second set placed to indicate a deployed position of the uncovered region of the 
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slejTtrwfeefeiH-a- conipamoiTKii-tlie fi^ 

eP{il^e4ffl^er-Qnd-emteiH^veFmg-0f - th e PTFE 4H-yelfrtk>ft46-titeH}t--least-^>He-eHd-egthe 

2 1 . (Withdrawn) A method of manufacturing a stent comprising the steps of 
providing a stent framework comprising a plurality of intercomiected struts, the 
framework liaving an imier surface and an outer surface; providing radiopacity to the 
stent framework in a desired region of the framework covering the inner surface of 
the stent framework in the desired region of the stent framework with PTFE; 
covering the outer surface of the stent framework in the desired region of the stent 
framework with PTFE. 

22. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 21 further comprising the steps of: 
providing radiopacity to the stent framework in a plurality of desired regions; 
covering the outer and inner surfaces of the stent framework with PTFE in each of 
the desired regions. 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein the radiopacity is provided 
via radiopaque markers which are attached to the stent framework. 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 23 wherein each radiopaque marker is in 
the form of a radiopaque material which is wound around a portion of the stent 

framework. 

25. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 23 wherein each radiopaque marker is in 
the form of a radiopaque plug which is inserted into an opening in the stent 
framework. 

26. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 21 wherein the radiopacity is provided in 
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the form of a nmrkcr which marks an end of the PTFE on the niner and outer surlace 
of the stent. 

27. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22 wherein the radiopacity is provided in 
the form of a plurality of markers which mark at least one end of the PTFE on the 
irmer and outer surface of the stent. 

28. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 27 wherein the PTFE on the inner and 
outer surfaces of the stent ai-e coextensive with one another. 

29. (Withdrawn) I'he method of claim 2 1 wherein the PTFE on the inner and 
outer surfaces of the stent are coextensive with one another. 

30. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 28 wherein the PTFE on the inner 
siuface is in the form of a first extruded lube of expanded PTFE and the PTFE on 
the outer surface is in the form of a second extruded tube of expanded PTFE. 

31. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 21 wherein tlie stent is sized for use in a 
cranial vessel. 

32. (Currently Amended) A covered stent comprising: 

a single tubular stent framework having an interior surface, an exterior 
surface and a first marker region, the framework comprising a pluraihy of serpentine 
bands and further comprising a generally linear connector stiTit attaching a peak of 
one serpentine band to a trough of an immediately adjacent serpentine band at the 
respective apices of each of tiie peak and the trough, wherein the respective apices 
of the immediately adjacent serpentine bands are axially aligned and connected with 
each other in opposing directions such that the single tubular framework has no gaps 
between the respective apices of the immediately adjacent serpentine bands, and 
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wherein the opposing apices reduce a distance between the immediately adjacent 
serpentine bands and attach to the generally linear connector strut; 

at least one radiopaque marker located within the fu st marker region of said 
framework, the marker directly and only attached to the plurality of serpentine bands 
at the generally linear connector stiait and placed to indicate a deployed position of a 
covered region of the stent : 

a circumferential non-serpentine band at at least one distal end of an 
uncovered region of the framework comprising at least one radiopaque marker of a 
second marker region placed to indicate a deployed position of the uncovered region 
of the stent : and 

a covering of expanded PTFH covering the interior surfece and exterior 
surface of said framework in the first marker regionj 

orieHtetfioa-oft- h e irm e r and outer cov e ri n g of th e PTFE in r elatiGr^^«4h e at lea st- one 

33. (Currently Amended) A stent comprising a single tubular expandable 
framework having an outer surface and an inner surface, the tubular expandable 
framework comprising a plurality of serpentine bands, immediately adjacent 
serpentine bands having axially aligned and connected oppositely pointing apices 
such that the single tubular framework has no gaps between the respective apices of 
the immediately adjacent serpentine bands, wherein the oppositely pointing apices 
reduce a distance between the immediately adjacent serpentine bands, said 
framework further including linear connecting members connecting at least some of 
said oppositely pointing apices of the immediately adjacent serpentine bands, an 
outer covering of PTFE and an inner covering of PTFE, the outer covering 
extending along at least a portion of the outer surface of the expandable framework, 
tlie iimer covering extending along at least a portion of the inner surface of the 
expandable framework, at least a portion of the inner and outer coverings being 
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contiguous, the stent furthei' comprising at least one radiopaque marker of a first set 
that is directly and only attached to the plurality of serpentine bands at the generally 
linear connecting members and disposed between the inner covering and (he outer 
covering and p lace d to in dicate a deployed position of a cove re d region of the stent , 
the framework further comprising a circumferential non-serpentine band at at least 
one distal end of an uncovered region of the framework comprising at least one 
radiopaque marker of a second set placed to indicate a deployed position of the 
uncovered region of the stent , wh e r e in a comparison of th e first s 




34. (Previously Presented) The stent of claim 33, wherein both the inner 
covering and the outer covering do not extend along at least a portion of the 
expandable framework. 

35. (Previously Presented) The stent of claim 33, wherein the expandable 
framework extends beyond both the inner covering and the outer covering. 

36. (Previously Presented) The stent of claim 33, wherein at least a portion of 
tlie inner covering is laminated to at least a portion of the outer covering. 



37-39. (Canceled) 
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